Legislative Proposal – Consistency of Residential Setbacks
Question 1. What is the issue that needs to be addressed or why is there a need for this bill?
There is a fundamental disconnect between Zone Zero regulations, which mandate a five foot distance between structures and flammable material, including plants and yard fencing, and setbacks for accessory dwelling units (ADUs) and other types of new development, which may be allowed to have a setback of four feet or in some circumstances, no setback at all.

Question 2. What is your proposed solution or how would your bill solve this problem?
The Legislature needs to make up its mind – either Zone Zero restrictions should be reduced to four feet or ADUs and other new detached developments need to have setbacks increased to five feet.
Neighbors For A Better San Diego’s recommendation is to increase setbacks to five feet. Under no circumstances should new residential development in very high fire hazard severity zones be allowed without setbacks.

Question 3. To your knowledge, has there been legislation introduced in the past to address this specific problem?
No legislation has been introduced in the past to address this problem.

Question 4. Who do you anticipate will support this bill and who do you anticipate will oppose it?
While there would be a need to grandfather in projects submitted prior to the definition change, we think all parties involved with or affected by infill development in very high fire hazard zones would benefit from a consistent set of regulations.

Question 5. What do you think the fiscal impact of this bill would be?
There is no fiscal impact to the State.

Question 6. Is there any additional background information you would like to provide?
This issue has also been raised by San Diego City Planning Director Heidi Vonblum in attempting to draft regulations that conform to both fire safety restrictions and ministerial ADU development.
