Legislative Proposal – Unified Definition of Transit Proximity
Question 1. What is the issue that needs to be addressed or why is there a need for this bill?
There are dozens of state laws that rely on some definition of proximity to transit. Each of these has a different variation of proximity to transit.
This creates confusion and conflicts regarding which definition applies in which circumstance. This is an unnecessary burden on building and planning departments, city councils, developers, and the public.

Question 2. What is your proposed solution or how would your bill solve this problem?
We recommend that the Legislature create a single definition of what is meant by proximity to transit and replace the various definitions contained within statutes to reference the single unifying definition.
We further recommend that the unifying definition be modeled after our recommended amended definition for Transit Priority Area (submitted as a separate bill idea):
“Transit priority area” means an area within one-half mile, as measured by walking distance along a pedestrian path of travel using sidewalks, of a major transit stop that is existing or on a route for which a preferred alternative has been selected or which are identified in a regional transportation improvement program. 

Question 3. To your knowledge, has there been legislation introduced in the past to address this specific problem?
No legislation has been introduced in the past to address this problem.

Question 4. Who do you anticipate will support this bill and who do you anticipate will oppose it?
While there would be a need to grandfather in projects submitted prior to the definition change, we think all parties involved with or affected by transit-based development incentives would welcome a single, clear definition of transit proximity.

Question 5. What do you think the fiscal impact of this bill would be?
There is no fiscal impact to the State.

Question 6. Is there any additional background information you would like to provide?
Neighbors For A Better San Diego can provide a catalog of existing statutes if there is interest in proceeding with this bill proposal.
