Legislative Proposal – Measurement of Distance to Transit (Government Code 65912.156)
Question 1. What is the issue that needs to be addressed or why is there a need for this bill?
Transit usage depends critically on how far a rider has to walk to a transit stop. While SB 79 has a provision for limiting the extent around transit stops to one mile walking distance, it uses straight line distance (“as the crow flies”) to determine the density tier of a parcel. 
This is inconsistent with well-establish principles of transit-oriented development, and allowance of developments in automobile-dependent low-density neighborhoods beyond a reasonable walking distance undermines transit usage rather than supports it.

Question 2. What is your proposed solution or how would your bill solve this problem?
Neighbors For A Better San Diego’s proposed solution is to change all measurements of distance to transit to be walking distances along a pedestrian path of travel.
This would be done by amending Government Code Sections 65912.156 through 65912.161 to change all references from within one-half or one-quarter mile “of a transit-oriented development stop” to specify within one-half or one-quarter mile “walking distance of a transit-oriented development stop, as measured by walking distance along a pedestrian path of travel using sidewalks.”

Question 3. To your knowledge, has there been legislation introduced in the past to address this specific problem?
No legislation has been introduced in the past to address this problem.

Question 4. Who do you anticipate will support this bill and who do you anticipate will oppose it?
As residents find out that bus and rail transit stops as much as a mile away from their neighborhoods will be used to justify high-rise development next to their homes, there will be an enormous public backlash against SB 79. Measuring distances using the more credible metric of walking distance will be welcomed by these residents. 
Transit unions might be supportive of right-sizing SB 79, because voters are going to reject future transit taxes, especially taxes used to subsidize bus services, knowing that distant transit stops are being used to target their neighborhoods for upzoning.
The building industry will be strongly opposed to any revision of SB 79 because they (probably rightly) think that they can trick unsophisticated homeowners, particularly those in the low-income and moderate-income neighborhoods most impacted by SB 79, into selling their properties at prices well below their new valuation as high-density multi-family zoned properties.  

Question 5. What do you think the fiscal impact of this bill would be?
There is no fiscal impact to the State.

Question 6. Is there any additional background information you would like to provide?
This proposed change to SB 79 could be combined with other recommendations from Neighbors For A Better San Diego, which include removing bus services and excluding single-family zoned parcels from SB 79 eligibility.
Ridership studies show that transit usage drops off sharply beyond one-half mile WALKING distance. Therefore, unless SB 79 is limited to one-half mile walking distance, it will undermine rather than support transit.  In San Diego specifically, 75% of transit users walk 0.36 miles or less to access transit and MTS buses have a higher percentage of riders accessing them by walking (91%) than other transit modes.

Source: https://www.sandag.org/-/media/SANDAG/Documents/PDF/data-and-research/applied-research-and-performance-monitoring/surveys/2023-onboard-transit-survey-executive-summary.pdf




